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Arts & Culture Newsletter:
At Quint, ‘Walking on Water’
still relevant a!er all these
years

“Walking on Water,” by Alfredo Jaar (Courtesy of Quint Gallery)

This week, Anthony McGill, Taj Mahal,
Balboa Park museums and more
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Good morning, and welcome to the U-T
Arts & Culture Newsletter.

I’m David L. Coddon, and here’s your guide

to all things essential in San Diego’s arts and

culture this week.

For the record:

8:08 AM, Mar. 18, 2021 An earlier version

of this article incorrectly listed Ingrid

Westlake’s first name.

Thanks to the magic of FaceTime, I took a
personal virtual tour last week of the new
3,000-square-foot Quint Gallery art space in
La Jolla. (In-person visits are available by
appointment only.) My hosts were
owner/founder Mark Quint and Ingrid
Westlake, gallery director. The main
attraction? “Walking On Water,” an
installation by Chilean artist Alfredo Jaar.

Jaar’s provocative work — borrowed from a
Del Mar collector for this exhibition — is
composed of photographs on light boxes
depicting migrants crossing the Rio Grande
from Mexico into the U.S. We only see the
torso and legs of these men, which mirror your
own legs as you walk past each light box.
Mirrors situated behind each light box reflect a
different image and expand your immersive
experience with Jaar’s piece.
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“The beauty of the installation is that as you
get closer, like everything in life, you get so
much more information and you start
participating because you can see part of your
own journey exploring it,” Westlake said.

Added Quint: “You see your own legs walking,
so you really become part of the piece.”

Though “Walking on Water” was created in
1992, its timeliness and its relevance to this
part of the country in particular is undeniable.

“(It’s relevant) politically, of course, due to the
migration thematic it portrays,” Westlake said,
“but also socially since the full picture remains
forever elusive despite our personal attempts
to engage, question, reflect, ponder, wonder.
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“At the end of the day, we viewers never get
our feet wet. But the art definitely takes us one
step closer, and we happen to live in a region
where this resonates deeply.”

“Walking On Water” will be on exhibit through
April 24. Also part of the new Quint space is
the attached The Museum Of …, which
currently features photography by Richard
Ross in an exhibition titled “Museology.”

Classical music

Anthony McGill (Photo by Stephanie Berger)

I’m in a New York state of mind when I dwell
on visual art and as such am missing the
Metropolitan Museum in the Big Apple.
The Midtown Met is open again, with limited
capacity restrictions, but it’s continuing its
METLIVEARTS virtual programming. In a
classical music digital premiere titled
“Cadence: The Sounds of Justice, the
Sounds of a Movement,” museum works
provide an integrative backdrop for a program
conceived by Anthony McGill, first-chair
clarinet of the New York Philharmonic.
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“Cadence,” in which McGill performs along
with the Catalyst Quartet (violinists Abi
Fayette and Karla Donehew Perez, Paul Laraia
on viola and Karlos Rodriguez on cello), is a
musically textured tribute to McGill’s ancestral
family that migrated from the South to
Chicago set to works by composers Richard
Danielpour and Adolphus Hailstork.

During much of the 52-minute program,
McGill and the quartet are framed by a
painting by African-American artist Kerry
James Marshall, whose work is part of the
Metropolitan Museum’s collection. “Cadence”
is a convergent experience that brings sight
and sound together affectingly.

Blues/World Music

Taj Mahal performs during the Americana Music Honors and
Awards show Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2014, in Nashville, Tenn.
(Associated Press)

The great Taj Mahal is 78 years old but still
an audience pleaser, even if that audience is a
virtual one. The $25 it costs to access one of
his livestreamed concerts (via the Mandolin
platform) from the UC Theatre Taube Family
Music Hall in Berkeley is practically a bargain.
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When I Zoomed in, Mahal and his six-piece
backing Phantom Blues Band played for 90
minutes, a longer show than most of the
digitally delivered concerts I’ve paid for the
past year. These old guys aren’t phoning it in
either, especially Taj, whose fun-loving stage
presence and words of wisdom (“You don’t
need to go to the gym if you sing like this every
night!”) will make you forget your troubles.

As always with a Taj Mahal show, the
repertoire is a mixture of traditional blues and
world music stylings echoing zydeco, calypso
and reggae. The seated Mahal doesn’t play
guitar on every number — band member
Johnny Lee Schell does most of the heavy
lifting there — but if he doesn’t have one kind
of axe or another in his arms, he’s picking a
ukulele or mouthing a harmonica. You might
find yourself dancing in your own living room,
dance partner or not.

Two more Taj Mahal shows from the UC
Theatre are available: one Saturday and
another on March 27. Showtimes are 6 p.m.
Pacific time.

Pop music

Ringo Starr
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The first drummer to have had a major
exhibition dedicated to him at the Grammy
Museum was Ringo Starr. Big surprise,
right? Good guy Ringo deserves it, though, and
at 80 years old, he’s still full of stories and is
fab (a little Beatles-era lingo for you) to listen
to.

You can do so starting today when the
museum premieres a new interview with Ringo
Starr. Topics will include Ringo’s recent book
“Ringo Rocks: 30 Years of the All Starrs 1989-
2019” and a new EP featuring Paul McCartney
and Dave Grohl with a timely title: “Zoom In.”

The Ringo Starr exhibit at the Grammy
Museum in L.A. closed in 2014, but if you
didn’t get the chance to see it, you can revisit
its archival features on the museum website.
There’s a ton of Ringo and Beatles historical
information to read as well as backstory on his
All Starr Band, a San Diego favorite that has
included luminaries such as Joe Walsh, Todd
Rundgren and Jack Bruce.

Photographs from the exhibition don’t
translate too well for virtual viewing, but
there’s a playlist of remastered recordings you
can listen to using Spotify that includes “Lend
Me Your Comb” from Rory Storm and the
Hurricanes, a Liverpool band whose drummer
was you-know-who.
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Theater

J. Breckenridge, the music persona of Fallbrook resident Josh
Breckenridge, will release his first album in June 2021. (Bronson
Farr)

Back in 2003, San Diego theater star Josh
Breckenridge graduated from Fallbrook
High School and headed east for college and
then New York City, where he lived and
worked steadily for more than a decade until
the lights went out on Broadway last March.
Since May, Breckenridge has been back in
Fallbrook, living in a motor home in his mom’s
driveway, and working on a new project that
has been a lifetime dream. In June, he’ll
release his first album under his music
persona “J. Breckenridge.” He wrote and sang
all of the songs on the 12-track album that are
a mix of pop, R&B, jazz and doo-wop style. The
video for his second single, “Y.O.U.” — about
the benefits of therapy for maintaining good
mental health — was released Tuesday. Read
more about Breckenridge in this story by the
Union-Tribune’s Pam Kragen.

Balboa Park

The Museum of Us in Balboa Park (Misael Virgen)

After a year of fitful stops and starts, Balboa
Park is finally reopening this week in what
park museum leaders hope will be a long-
overdue return to uninterrupted operations.
Beginning this week and well into April,
almost all of the park’s museums and cultural
attractions will reopen their doors as a result
of the county moving into the less-restrictive
red tier on Wednesday. The new tier allows
museums to operate indoors at a maximum 25
percent capacity, with required modifications
that include mandatory face coverings, hand
sanitizing stations, special cleaning procedures
and other social distancing protocols. Read
more about Balboa Park museums in this
report by the Union-Tribune’s Pam
Kragen.
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Special project: ‘My Last Gig’

What happens when the unthinkable becomes
reality? What do musicians do when the music
abruptly stops and their livelihoods vanish,
literally overnight, for longer than anyone
imagined possible? A year ago this week, the
COVID-19 pandemic brought performers and
performances around the globe to a standstill,
shuttering venues of all sizes indefinitely. The
impact has silenced countless musicians,
actors, dancers and artists of all types, along
with myriad workers — from stage crew
members and lighting operators to security
guards and concessionaires — who make live
cultural events possible. Last Sunday, nine San
Diego musicians reflected on the last gigs they
played in 2020 before the shutdown. They
share the challenges they have faced over the
past year, what was lost and — in some cases —
what was unexpectedly gained. Read more
about the stories behind their last gigs. In their
own words ...

UCTV

(Getty Images)

University of California Television
(UCTV) is making a host of videos available
on its website during this period of social
distancing. Among them, with descriptions
courtesy of UCTV (text written by UCTV staff):
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“A Closer Look at Alzheimer’s Disease”:
Alzheimer’s disease is a degenerative condition
resulting in brain cell loss. It worsens over
time and is the leading cause of dementia.
Stem cell therapy is a unique approach to
treating Alzheimer’s. It involves the systemic
introduction of Mesenchymal Stem Cells into
the body via IV. When introduced in large
quantities, these stem cells can find
inflammation within the body and repair it.
This unique property of stem cells is what
potentially makes them a viable treatment for
Alzheimer’s disease.

“The Art and Science of Atmospheric
Rivers”: Water resource management in
California is notoriously difficult thanks to the
precipitation regime’s volatility. Due to climate
change, daily precipitation in California is
projected to decrease while extremes intensify.
According to meteorologist Alexander
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